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PRELUDE

St. Thomas – Charles Callahan

ENTRANCE HYMN (ELW 435) Lo! He Comes With Clouds Descending

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the
threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH

Vaughn & Peg Siegenthaler

FIRST READING: Isaiah 2:1-5
A reading from Isaiah.
1
The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
2

In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house
shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;
all the nations shall stream to it.
3
Many peoples shall come and say,
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
4
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.
5

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk
in the light of the LORD!
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM: Psalm 122 (the congregation sings the refrain)

1

I was glad when they | said to me,
“Let us go to the house | of the LORD.”
2
Now our | feet are standing
within your gates, | O Jerusalem.
3
Jerusalem is built | as a city
that is at unity | with itself;
4
to which the tribes go up, the tribes | of the LORD,
the assembly of Israel, to praise the name | of the LORD. R
5
For there are the | thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the | house of David.
6
Pray for the peace | of Jerusalem:
“May they pros- | per who love you.
7
Peace be with- | in your walls
and quietness with- | in your towers.
8
For the sake of my kindred | and companions,
I pray for | your prosperity.
9
Because of the house of the | LORD our God,
I will seek to | do you good.” R

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: Romans 13:11-14
A reading from Romans.
11
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day
is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; 13let us live
honorably as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness,
not in quarreling and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for
the flesh, to gratify its desires.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: LUKE 1:5-25
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the
priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6Both
of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and
regulations of the Lord. 7But they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were
getting on in years.
8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9he was chosen by
lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer
incense. 10Now at the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was praying
outside. 11Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of the altar
of incense. 12When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. 13But the
angel said to him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife
Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 14You will have joy and gladness,
and many will rejoice at his birth, 15for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He must never
drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy Spirit. 16He will
turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17With the spirit and power of Elijah he
will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the
wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ 18Zechariah said to the
angel, ‘How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in
years.’ 19The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I have been sent to
speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20But now, because you did not believe my words,

which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the day these
things occur.’
21 Meanwhile, the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the
sanctuary. 22When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had
seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to speak. 23When
his time of service was ended, he went to his home.
24 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in seclusion.
She said, 25‘This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favourably on me and took
away the disgrace I have endured among my people.’
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY (ELW 244) Rejoice, Rejoice Believers
CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERTORY ANTHEM O Savior Rend the Heavens Wide – arr. Alexander Bean

MEAL
OFFERTORY RESPONSE

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of abundance, we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our
very lives. Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your
Son, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

PREFACE
It is indeed right... ...and join their unending hymn:

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
.
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.

COMMUNION SONG

THE DISTRIBUTION
Please approach the front of the altar from the center aisle and return from the sides. The Pastor
will drop bread into your palm. The wine is in pre-filled cups in the front of the tray held by the
lay reader. Please place your empty cup in the back of the tray. If you cannot take wine, please
commune with the bread only.

POST COMMUNION CANTICLE

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the hungry will be
fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to proclaim the greatness of
your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG (ELW 246) Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding!

DISMISSAL
Go in peace! Celebrate! Think! Serve!
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE O Heiland Reib die Himmel auf – Alexander Bean
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